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Meet Ashley Hayes,
GED grad
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 entering a new stage in our history.

~ The Adrian Dominican Sisters, who have sponsored

SR
1 o .

~ With the right people and the right support, change can be inspiring. Empower-

B 2025

Congratulations
to volunteers

Dear friends of Siena Literacy Center,

As champions of adult literacy, we are no strangers

to change, growth, and transformation. That’s why |
don’t hesitate to share with you that as we celebrate
our 30th anniversary, Siena Literacy Center itself is

: - Siena since its founding, have made the difficult yet necessary decision to end
Bwldmg cIoSed Memorlal Day e

JUNE1Y

~ sponsorship of their six remaining literacy centers. Moving forward, we will con-

tinue to operate as an independent 501(c)3, and | anticipate that very little will
change in our day-to-day operations. Siena is working closely with ADS legal
counsel and our board of directors to make this transition with the Internal Rev-

- enue Service, with expected completion by the end of 2025.

sbeglnnlng of 25 be school year-— - You may have read about this news already in the Crain’s Detroit Business arti-

- cle, “As nuns' ranks shrink, Catholic order spins off nonprofits to carry on charity

- work,” published on February 6. As | shared in this article, we are committed to

carrying on the Adrian Dominican Sisters’ legacy of education and social justice.
And we will continue to honor our special relationship with the Adrian Domini-
cans by referring to them as a legacy institution once the end of their sponsor-

ship is finalized.

| am confident that our belief in a growth mindset — the same approach we try

to impart on the adult learners who engage in our program — will help us em-
brace this moment.

- ing. Transformational. Please help us lift up literacy for the next 30 years by join-
' ing our 30 Years of Learning campaign and becoming a monthly donor to sup-

port our literacy program. You can learn more about this campaign and how to
get involved on page 6.

 As always, | am grateful to have you here with us.

With deep gratitude, ] vp,_ )
C@W —

: www 51enalrteracy org/tutor g

Caitlyn Pisarski, Executive Director


https://www.crainsdetroit.com/nonprofits-philanthropy/adrian-dominican-order-spins-literacy-nonprofits-detroit?share-code=17454288562485070-19663e6cd1a&utm_id=gfta-ur-250423
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/nonprofits-philanthropy/adrian-dominican-order-spins-literacy-nonprofits-detroit?share-code=17454288562485070-19663e6cd1a&utm_id=gfta-ur-250423
http://www.sienaliteracy.org/signup
http://www.sienaliteracy.org/tutor

Student Spotlight: ASHLEY HAYES

In November, Siena Literacy Center began offering evening GED
classes in our satellite location at St. Suzanne Cody Rouge Com-
munity Resource Center. Nearly 20 students so far have enrolled
in the program, meeting for three-hour instructor-led classes

twice a week.

Student Ashley Hayes (pictured with her 8-month-old, Kamille)
joined Siena’s GED program in January and quickly became it’s
o tate of Mithigan 2 ‘ first graduate. She was interviewed below by Executive Director

igh School €

Caitlyn Pisarski about her experience.

Congratulations! What are your goals now that you’ve completed
your GED?

Continuing my education, whether it be childcare or the nursing
field.

What did it mean to you to complete your GED with Siena?

It meant a lot because I've tried to do this over and over and over for years, so it felt good to finally complete
it. And also | wanted to show my kids whatever you do, don’t give up.

I know you have a lot of responsibilities as a mother. Can you tell me a little more about your family?

Well, | have five kids, and we stay with my grandma. She helped me with them, and you know they help moti-
vate me. My grandma, she’s always got my back and makes sure, you know, | stay motivated, so I’'m very
grateful for my support system.

Can you tell me how you learned about Siena’s GED program? . .
Y Y Prog Interested in earning

your GED?

a flier going around the neighborhood, and | got the flier and I’'m Join the waiting list for our next cohort:

My daughter’s actually in kindergarten in KIPP [Detroit Imani
Academy] downstairs, and that’s how | found out. Actually...it was

like, well, this [GED program is] down the street.

www.sienaliteracy.org/signup

What do you hope to accomplish in the next six months to a year?

l...just want to continue furthering my education and showing my
kids a great example of what you can be. You could do whatever
you want to.

What would your recommendation be to current GED students in
our program?

You can do it. It took myself a couple of times and | came out [with
my GED completion].



http://www.sienaliteracy.org/signup

AN Join us aswe celebrate the feast of our patron, St. Catherine of Sienal
& Tuesday, Apil 29, 10am-2pm
Al fiends of Siena Literacy Center welcomel

SIENA LITERACY CENTER

Siena Literacy Center Presents

2025 Benefit Evening
Save the Date

Thursday - September 11 - 6pm
Bayview Yacht Club

www.sienaliteracy.org/benefit



https://www.facebook.com/share/1Ayh21PKvH/
http://www.sienaliteracy.org/benefit

Volunteers honored at annual awards ceremony

y,

Siena Literacy Center depends on >
more than 60 hardworking volun-
teers who provide one-to-one tu-
toring, office support, grant
writing, and other services. Staff
showed their gratitude April 9 at
the second annual Volunteer
Awards Ceremony.

The event was held at the North
Rosedale Park Community House
and included drinks, a dinner ca-
tered by Chef Bee of Sisters on a
Roll, and a keynote address by
Jeana Harper-Kirkland of the SEMI
Foundation.

2025 Award “Winne‘rs |
Enghsh Language Tutor of the Year
Llsa Grow

| _Math Tutor of the Year:
- Jim Petersen '
.Reading Tutor of the Year:
Anne Thomson
Rising Volunteer of the Year:
Angel Bender o

Volunteer of the Year
Lee Bosek

- 5t Lenore Boivin Adapnve Teaching Award:
Mary Brown :

Sr Mary Hemmen Llfenme Servuce Award
; Anne Van Amerongen i
Aoo_oo,o‘oooo‘o‘oooo‘oo‘o_o ¢
With gra't‘itkude' to all our .amazing Volt)hteers! :
We appreciate you!




New CNA training program to support ESL students

In partnership with Nursing Detroit, Siena Literacy

Center launched a new program in March to help ad-
vanced English language learners train to become
Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs).

The intensive program will run for nine weeks with
the goal of helping a small cohort prepare to pass the
state CNA exam and enter full-time employment.

Siena Executive Director Caitlyn Pisarski worked with
Nursing Detroit CEO and founder Felicia Van-
nostrand, BSN, RN, LRRT, to create a program that
will offer economic opportunity to English language
learners.

“This is a passion project Felicia and | have been
working on for over a year,” Pisarski said. “To see it
actually launch has been the highlight of my year so

”

far.

The program combines workforce preparation, in-
cluding math and computer skills; English language

We're excited to welcome two new staff members
who have recently changed their roles at Siena Liter-
acy Center.

John Morris had been a volunteer tutor with Siena
Literacy Center since 2022. In November, he joined
Siena staff as a part-time math instructor with the
GED program and now leads a class on Tuesday eve-
nings. John is a former Detroit police officer who also
has experience teaching high school math and as an
adjunct professor at Lawrence Tech.

If Serigne Lo looks familiar, it’s because he was fea-
tured in our newsletter last year as one of our stu-
dents. Serigne has now joined Siena staff as a pro-
gram support associate and works with registering
new students and helping them in the computer lab.
In particular, Serigne’s skills as a translator—he

% NursingDetroit

education; and training curriculum through Nursing
Detroit. All instruction will be provided in person,
and is designed specifically to support advanced Eng-
lish language learners. Annual cohorts will run for the
next three years with funding from the state of Mich-
igan.

The program will lead to increased employment op-
portunities for students who successfully complete
their classes. CNAs in Michigan earn a median salary
of $18.72 per hour, and employment in nursing and
residential care facilities is expected to grow by more
than 10% in Metro Detroit in the next five years. The
certification can also be a stepping stone to earning
more advanced medical credentials.

John Morris

Serigne Lo

speaks French, Wolof, and Fulani—have been ex-
tremely helpful in communicating with ESL students
and making them feel welcome at Siena.


https://www.nursingdetroit.com/
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DETROIT, MI
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1995-2025:
Celebrating 30 Years of Learning

Since 1995, Siena Literacy Center has been CHANGING LIVES
and CREATING BELONGING through the power of education.
Help us celebrate #30YearsofLearning!

Come Celebrate with Us—Save the Dates | Help support Siena Literacy

~ Center for another 30 years!
Bingo Night Spaghetti Dinner  Your recurring donation helps meet
Thursday, August 21 Friday, October 17 i ongoing adu!t_ literacy need§ ih

i Northwest Detroit.

Christ the King Church e Koelzer Hall o e e ,
20800 Grand River, Detroit, MI 48219 e donate



https://www.sienaliteracy.org/donate

With Gratitude to Our Generous Donors

Major Funders

Adrian Dominican Sisters * Adult Literacy Opportunity Fund e Alliance Catholic Foundation

Catholic Foundation of Michigan e City of Detroit Neighborhood Opportunity Fund e

Corporation for a Skilled Workforce

Detroit Employment Solutions Corporation (DESC) e

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

DTE Energy Foundation

Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity ¢ Michigan State Bar Foundation e Proliteracy

St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center ¢ St. Suzanne Cody Rouge Community Resource Center

Adrian Dominican Sisters

St. Gerard Convent
Ken & Lynne Alter
Juliana Asambang
Dorothy Averett
Richard Baks
Susan Bayha
Angel Bender
Lee & Adam Bosek

Joanne & George Braund

Anne Carrier
Jerry & Joanna Cohen
Kungwe Evaristus
Derek Foster

The Village Club Foundation ® Young Woman’s Home Association

Donors

Judy Goldis
The Greening of Detroit
Jeana Harper-Kirkland
Mary Ellen Hochkins
Timothy Hoer
Jeffrey L. Kenaga
Norman & Bonnie Kern
John Kluka
Joseph R. Korotko
Valerie Kresse
Ann Langford
Leaven Mission Group
Elizabeth Lepouttre
Ann Lusch

Bill & Edie McKnight
Ed & Jan Moylan
Nancy Newell
Janette Phillips
Caitlyn Pisarski
Gerri & Neal Pisarski
Peggy Press
Barbara Queen
Chris & Ruth Remus
Edward & Elizabeth Roberge
Joseph R. Robinson
Rocket Community Fund
Marie Ann Sadler
Dennis Sawinska

Jessica Shields
Eva Shillair
Melanie Stone
Robert & Cheralyn Suggs
Anne Thomson
Anne Van Amerongen &
Donna Potter
Valerie Wade
Waun Giving Fund
Deanna & Tom Waun
Mark Weisenthal
Caroline Whims
Guy & Janet Whittington
Taelor Witham

Share Detroit David Yannone

Jeffrey Shaughnessy

Donald & Joan MacKercher
Willa Mackey

Mary & Edward Francis
Charles & Diane Gallagher

In Honor of In Memoriam

Mike Chall
Sr. Margaret Stechschulte, OP
Sr. Mary Anna Riley
Sr. Rita Shaffer aka Sr. Albertus

Sr. Lenore Boivin
John Kluka
Sr. Maureen Mulcrone

In Appreciation of Siena’s Board of Directors

Steve Wasko
Mark Weisenthal
Sr. Ellen Burkhardt, O.P.

Sue Witham, Chair
Alfred Robertson, Vice-Chair
John Kluka, Secretary

Bill McKnight
Greg Cascione
Ron Eady

@)Sh@ e ‘ FOUNDING

DETROIT MEMBER

A member organization of

@ ProLiteracy

Adrian Dominican Sisters
Sponsored Institution



https://www.adriandominicans.org/
https://macae.org/alof/
https://alliancecatholicfoundation.org/
https://catholicfoundationmichigan.org/
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/housing-and-revitalization-department/nonprofits-and-community-groups/neighborhood-opportunity-fund
https://skilledwork.org/
https://descmiworks.org/
https://www.dgliteracy.org/
https://empoweringmichigan.com/foundation/
http://michigan.gov/leo
https://www.msbf.org/
https://www.proliteracy.org/
https://www.stpaulretreat.org/
https://www.stsuzannecodyrouge.org/
https://www.thevillageclub.org/philanthropy
https://www.youngwomanshome.org/
https://sharedetroit.org/
https://www.proliteracy.org/
https://adriandominicans.org/
https://www.thevillageclub.org/web/pages/home
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

~ Through a grant from the Miéhiqan Ar’ts’andVCq_/tu'r‘é

~ Council, artist Pat Millender h’é/péd us put together a :
Siena quilt! Comes see it installed at our St. Catherine
SIEN A LTERACY CENTE:R' . ,"?f,Siend'/-:eqstDay Qpén~Hou.?é 07 Apr{/ 29 (@96_3). =
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https://twitter.com/sienaliteracy
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